
JUBILEE! ONWARD FAQ’s 
 

 

 

What is Jubilee! Onward? 

Jubilee! Onward is a two-year project that focuses on mentally and spiritually enlivening and 

strengthening our community through developing, nurturing and enhancing our skills, abilities, 

knowledge, resources and relationships to better serve ourselves and the world as part of our 

continuing transformation. It builds on and continues the work of deep discernment done by 

Jubilee!’s Discernment Group. Its focus is two-fold: 

● A deep dive into creation-centered spirituality, helping us all better understand and explore 

this Earth-based spirituality, and how we can put these concepts into practice to benefit our 

community and the world 

● Develop a new model for compassionate care (referred to as pastoral care in traditional 

churches) that includes radical care for ourselves, our neighbors and the greater 

community.  

 

Why are we doing this? 

Based on the world’s great need and Jubilee!’s great joy, this two-year initiative is designed 
to deepen our vision, while strengthening and nurturing our connections to each other, our 
community and all of creation. It is designed to equip us for deeper participation in “The 
Great Turning” – the concept that in this time of great turmoil, humanity is turning toward 
ways of living that are rooted in compassion, justice, cooperation and care of life. It seeks 
to help us survive, adapt, thrive and sustain ourselves during this time of change…and 
equip ourselves to help the wider community do the same.   
 

How much will it cost? 

We are investing $100,000 a year in this two-year project. 

 

What is covered in the cost? 

Funding covers staffing; space rental costs for forums, meetings and retreats; printed materials; 

food for gatherings; scholarships for retreats; and other administrative and implementation 

costs. 

 

How is it being paid for? 

Most of the first-year costs will be paid through a $72,400 grant received from an anonymous 

foundation, combined with several other anonymous pledges. Additional grants and donations 

will be sought, and other funding is available through the money in Jubilee!’s investment 

accounts. 

 

Who has been hired to implement it? 

Stephanie Escher has been retained on a two-year contract to develop and implement the 

project. There is a Board liaison team working with and supporting her. 

 



 

Why was Stephanie chosen for this role? 

Stephanie is an ordained minister with a deep understanding of creation-centered spirituality, 

extensive experience leading chaplaincy programs providing compassionate care for multiple 

communities, and already has a strong understanding of our Jubilee! community from the time 

she served as our lead minister. 

 

Will Stephanie return to her role as lead minister? 

No, Stephanie is a contractor who will be solely focused on the Discernment Project. Jubilee! 

does not intend to hire a lead minister at this time, and will continue its community-led model.  

 

What elements does the program include? 

● Informational Forums to explore our community’s wants, need and capabilities  

● Creation of Small Groups based on the outcomes of the Forums 

● Professional Compassionate Care Services – Stephanie will provide up to 10-15 hours of 

compassionate care to Jubilants each month 

● Compassionate Care Training 

­ Define where we need and want to practice radical care for self, other Jubilants and the 

greater community 

­ Assist Jubilants in discerning if they have a call to walk with others in compassionate 

care 

­ Develop and provide tools for Jubilants who want to offer compassionate care  

­ Implement a training program for compassionate caregivers 

­ Provide ongoing support for those providing compassionate care 

● Deep Dive into creation-centered spirituality 

­ Expand the sacred teachings and principles of creation-centered spirituality into a multi-

sensory imagination lab that nurtures and cultivates a flourishing expression of Jubilee! 

for such a time as this 

­ Stretch, inhabit and integrate our hidden wholeness for our small work within the larger 

co-creation of a compassionate, life-affirming world 

­ Create “creation-centered spirituality uncorked” small group experiences and home-

based pop-up groups curated and facilitated to foster resilience and creative response in 

this time of great change 

­ Hold a variety of facilitated retreat experiences that offer rest and renewal through 

immersion in nature and beloved community. Retreats may be half-day, whole-day or 

weekend overnights at nearby retreat centers  

­ As we grow and flourish in tune with creation-centered spirituality, we become the 

change we seek…and invite others beyond our community to do the same  

 

What is the time-frame for rolling out these elements? 

Stephanie’s contract starts on July 1st.  This is a work in progress and will evolve. Initial roll-out 

is expected to include: 

● July 
­ Meetings with Jubilants to begin building out detailed plan 

 



● August 
­ Launch the compassionate care program 
­ Hold a creation-centered spirituality forum  
­ Lead first creation-centered spirituality uncorked experience 
­ Stephanie begins offering 10-15 hours of individual compassionate care each month 

 
● September 

­ Create, share and begin implementation of full program with Jubilants 


