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It’s here… 

What began in the turning of late 2024 — when seven Jubilants gathered in a spirit of listening 
and trust and formed the discernment group — has been gently unfolding ever since. Through 
seasons of conversation, wondering, and shared imagination, something luminous has been 
taking shape among us.  These devoted hearts entered deeply into the question of who we are 
becoming, and how we might be resourced to embody and nurture an emerging world rooted 
in compassion, inclusion, and justice — while continuing to co-create the vibrant, community-
led Celebrations that draw forth the wisdom, gifts, and lived experience of us all. 

A few months ago, a new possibility came into clearer focus and was presented to the Board by 
Rose and Michael of the discernment group:  a two-year journey of collaboration, centered in 
compassionate care and a deepening immersion into the living wisdom of creation-centered 
spirituality.  It was received with excitement and curiosity.  Together, we listened, reflected, 
and shaped what wanted to emerge — allowing the energy of this initiative to gather strength, 
clarity, and form. 

This two-year unfolding is an invitation.  An invitation to deepen our shared vision — to 
strengthen the threads that connect us to one another, to our wider community, and to the 
sacred web of all life.  It is an invitation to root more fully into the Great Turning — that 
profound shift in which humanity is being called toward ways of living grounded in compassion, 
justice, mutuality, and reverence for Earth.  In a time that can feel uncertain and tender, this 
initiative seeks to support us in adapting with grace, growing in resilience, and sustaining one 
another with care. 

We are grateful to share that last week, Stephanie Escher said yes to walking with us in this 
unfolding, signing a two-year contract to develop and guide this initiative.  Many of you already 
know Stephanie as an ordained minister, a wise and compassionate presence, and a beloved 
former lead minister of our community.  She brings with her a deep grounding in creation-
centered spirituality, along with rich experience in chaplaincy and compassionate care across 
diverse communities.  Just as importantly, she knows and loves Jubilee. 

The name of this new journey is Jubilee! Onward. 

What might Jubilee! Onward look like?  It will open in many directions, including: 

• The informational forums where we can listen together for our community’s hopes, 
needs, and longings; 

• The formation of small groups, shaped by what we discover together in the forums; 

• The offering of professional compassion care services; 

• Opportunities for training in and practicing compassionate care; 

• And a deep, creative immersion into creation-centered spirituality — through small 
groups, retreats, and an expanding exploration of its sacred teachings.  This will include 



the blossoming of a kind of “imagination lab,” a space where these teachings become 
lived, embodied, and expressed in ways that nurture a flourishing Jubilee. 

Stephanie will begin on July 1st as Jubilee! Onward’s Minister of Sacred Learning and 
Compassionate Care, entering this season with care and intention.   

In August, the first offerings will begin to take root, including: 

• The launch of a compassionate care program; 

• A community forum centered in creation-centered spirituality; 

• The first “Creation-Centered Spirituality Uncorked” experience; 

• And the availability of 10–15 hours each month for individual compassionate care. 

All of this is offered in the spirit of accompaniment — not as something to be achieved, but as 
something to be lived into, together. 

Our hope is simple, and spacious: 
 
that through this shared journey, we may continue to grow and flourish — in deeper harmony 
with the wisdom of creation-centered spirituality, 
and in ever more authentic expression of the change we long to see in the world. 

And so, with open hands and open hearts… 
we step forward — together. 

 


