
JUBILEE! BOARD MEETING MINUTES, April 20, 2026 

Board Members present: John, Mollie, Steve, Sage, Patricia, Lin, Maureen 
Not present: Sandy, Beth 
Others Attending: Susie, Ray, Michele 
These minutes were recorded by Board Secretary, John Mattox. 
 
OPENING 
Mollie offered an opening reading from a book by Joanna Macy 
 
TEAM AND COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
●​ As of this month, the Board expects members to read all team and committee 

reports before the board meeting begins. Thus, reports will no longer be read aloud 
during board meetings. All of these reports will be permanently available on the 
Jubilee! Google drive. During the board meeting, any board member may ask 
questions or comment on the report or activities of any team or committee. Any 
substantial discussion and/or board action will be recorded in the meeting minutes. 

●​ Finance Team report -- Ray reviewed information in the Finance report that was 
previously sent to the Board.  

●​ Celebration Task Force (CTF) - The board discussed the request from Celebration 
Coordinator (CC), JeanMarie Murphy, for ”feedback from BOD regarding removing 
the "call and response" from the celebration so the guest speakers are free to 
include readings, or not, in the flow of their reflection, at a time that works for them”.  
Opinion of board members split between retaining the "call and response” in all 
services, and letting it become optional. Without a vote being taken, a consensus 
emerged to ask the CTF to consider this further. A Celebration Feedback Form was 
approved by the board to be made available at each celebration, and to be collected 
by the CC. In this month’s Human Resources Committee report, Beth Pape wrote on 
the issue of the CC’s desire to discontinue holding weekly Tuesday meetings to plan 
the coming Sunday celebration, and discuss other matters of concern to Jubilee! 
staff. Without a vote being taken, a consensus emerged that these meetings should 
continue to be held. A consensus also emerged that it may be an appropriate time 
for Jubilee! to reconsider how the CTF functions, and that perhaps there should be 
rotating leadership. Michele agreed to look for “something in writing that specified the 
format and role of the Celebration Task Force”. She reported (by e-mail after the meeting) 
that such a specification could not be found. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
●​ The need to identify potential nominees to fill vacant board positions was discussed.  



●​ It was noted that the board has yet to complete the discussion of Organizational 
Sustainability that began at the Board Retreat on 3/17. Lin said that this should be 
taken up at the 5/18 board meeting, with Rose Bator to be asked to facilitate for ½ 
hour. 

●​ The Jubilee! initiative tentatively titled the Discernment Project [named Jubilee! 
Onward soon after this meeting] is to be rolled out at the celebration on 4/26. A 
contract has been signed to begin to employ Stephanie Escher for two years as the  
project leader on 5/1/26. Three documents were discussed with details about this 
project: DISCERNMENT SUMMARY, DISCERNMENT PROJECT FAQ and 
DISCERNMENT PROJECT PROPOSAL.. 

●​ In the course of the Discernment Project, as announced in our 4/16/26 newsletter, 
Jubilee! is changing the description of our focus from “Creation Spirituality” to 
“creation-centered spirituality”. We thus are becoming more inclusive. "Creation 
Spirituality" refers specifically to Matthew Fox's modern, structured movement, 
whereas "creation-centered" refers to a broader category of tradition and practice. 
Although it is an element of Creation Spirituality, our celebration of the four Vias will 
continue.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Not held. 

CLOSING 
Sage offered a prayer. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Regular Board Meeting is to be on Monday, May 18, 2026. 
 

https://jubileecommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Discernment-Summary-1.4.pdf
https://jubileecommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/new-project-faq-final-final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KWtRXnkaszF82DeFBQK7T1WB2Kpq4-PY/view?usp=sharing

